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Intellectual property has become a significant factor for one to be seen as successful in a very 
competitive market. It is also a new source of wealth in stimulating a country’s economy. 
However, the awareness of the intellectual property right in Malaysia is still low, as 
compared to that in other countries. The purpose of this study is to discuss the importance and 
challenges of intellectual property right and copyrighting. It will also show the process and 
procedure of getting the intellectual property protection for copyright in Malaysia and also in 
Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM).  In this study, the number of inventions that has registered 
for copyright among the UUM academic staff will also be collected, in order for us to 
investigate their awareness level towards intellectual property rights.   
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Intellectual property can be defined as any inventions, products, processes, ideas and artistic 
works that come from the human mind or intellect creation (Aisah, Sa'adah, & Salmiah, 
2014).
 
The intellectual property covers a wide range of sources which include the software, 
TV broadcast, database, brand names, discoveries, art works, books, songs and so on. There 
are different types of intellectual property right encompassing patent, trade mark and 
copyright (Aisah et al., 2014). A patent is an exclusive authority provided for any intellectual 
creation to prevent and exclude other people from selling, using or making without the 
owner’s permission. Meanwhile, the trade mark is a sign or symbol registered legally to 
differentiate a company or product from others. The last intellectual property is copyright, 
which is an exclusive authority given to the owner to publish, print or record for a specific 
period. The examples of the copyright are books, paintings, films, databases or 
advertisements.   
  
In Malaysia, there is a corporation named the Intellectual Property Corporation of Malaysia 
(MyIPO) offering consultative services about the intellectual property, framing an effective 
and strong administration, supplying thorough and user-friendly information about 
intellectual property and reinforcing the intellectual property as well.  Similarly, MyIPO also 
plays a role as emphasizing the importance of intellectual property by promoting the 
awareness of the importance of intellectual property to the public through several 
programmes such as the exhibitions and expos, seminars and briefing programs and also 
intellectual property mobile clinics. Unfortunately, even though MyIPO has apparently done 
various efforts to create the awareness of the intellectual property right to the public, there are 
still a lot of people who are not aware of the existing role and function, or even existence of 
MyIPO in facilitating a proper protection of intellectual property.   
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The copyright in Malaysia is governed by the Copyright Act 1987. Copyright has granted the 
authority to the owner to be in control of their literary work by avoiding any use without the 
owner’s permission or agreement. Copyright also has the duration of lifespan based on 
different types of the inventions. For instance, the copyright in artistic works, literary or 
music will be the last during the life of the author and will remain posthumously 
acknowledged.   
   
LITERATURE REVIEW  
 
Intellectual Property and Intellectual Property Right  
Intellectual property is an output of the human mind and the intellectual property rights are 
the rights related to any creations of the human mind (Chaudhari, 2015). According to the 
Australian Government Intellectual Property Manual (2012), intellectual property can be 
intangible (Manual, 2012). This means to suggest that the intellectual property must not 
necessarily have any physical presence, and instead it is unable to be touched or grasped. 
There are different types of intellectual property rights which include patent, trade mark and 
copyright (Aisah et al., 2014). According to the World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO), intellectual property is divided into two categories which are industrial property and 
copyright. The industrial property includes trademark, patents for inventions, geographical 
indications and industrial designs. Meanwhile, the copyright covers literary works like 
poems, novel, also artistic works (WIPO, 2015).   
 
Copyright  
Copyright is the right that is given to the copyrighter for a specific period (MyIPO, 2015). In 
Malaysia, the copyright is governed by the Copyright Act 1987. Accordingly, qualified 
creations for the registration of copyright are literary works, musical works, artistic works, 
films, sound recordings, broadcast and the derivative works.   
 
According to the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), copyright laws allow the 
creators, authors or artists to protect their creations. The rights are referred to the right to use 
or authorize others to use their creations under the agreed terms and conditions.   
 
Fair Use in Copyright  
Fair use happens when individuals are allowed to use the copyright material without 
infringement (Davis, 2012). Private use, copying the copyright works for the purpose of 
education, research or study, using the copyright work under the non-profit purpose is known 
as fair use. However, some authors stated that there is no specific definition of fair use 
established in the Copyright Act 1987 (Wahid & Azmi, 2004). Accordingly, fair use will also 
be the defence of the copyright infringement case.   
 
In Malaysia, the Copyright Act of 1987 provides the defence for fair use under section 
13(2)(a) (Wahid & Azmi, 2004). As mentioned earlier, using copyright work with non-profit 
purposes such as research, education or study is known as fair use. However, some authors 
have argued that the Act does not define any of these terms. Furthermore, they also state that 
university or academic researchers might also conduct the research funded through 
commercial means (Wahid & Azmi, 2004).   
  
Plagiarism   
Plagiarism is an action of passing off  another person’s works, ideas or words as one’s own 
(Angeles & Ballard, 2008). Plagiarism is taking another person’s ideas and works and then 
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attribute them as one’s own (Hyatt & Lim, 2010). Cronin (2003) defines plagiarism to 
include taking the works or products of others’ intellectual creation and claiming it as one's 
own. However, plagiarism it is not a crime, but in fact unethical (Cronin, 2003).  
 
Plagiarism has been defined as an unethical behavior in a form of misconduct, cheating and 
dishonesty (Azmi, 2000). Plagiarism will frequently be an issue with students in general. For 
instance, when a student does not contribute anything in a research paper and yet his or her 
name appears as one of the authors of the research paper, he might be the plagiarist (Azmi, 
2000).   
 
Copyright Infringement  
The copyright infringement can be defined as a violation upon a copyright owner’s works 
(Nasir, Ponnusamy, & Lee, 2007). Copyright infringement is when a person other than the 
owner authorizes any act relating to the rights that are exclusive for the creator (Goh, 2013). 
Unlike plagiarism, copyright infringement is not an ethical issue but in fact a crime. The acts 
of infringement will lead to a civil suit in the High Court (Goh, 2013).   
 
The Importance of Copyright  
Copyright protects photographs, music, literary works, software and computer programs 
(Alikhan, 2002). The role of copyright towards the development of the economy (Ouma, 
2012). Accordingly, copyright is essential for the growth and development of the economy, 
where the creations contribute to the development of the intellectual capital to the country. 
Some authors also supported that copyrighting is important in the development of the 
nation’s economy (Anis, 2015).   
 
The significance and the importance of a copyright  is that copyrighting will boost more 
research and spur growth in investment where the copyright exerts some confidence to the 
author or creator (Nasir et al., 2007). For instance, the copyright can protect the works in a 
case of infringement, and the author can always seek for legal redress.  
  
 
THE PROCESS AND PROCEDURE OF REGISTRATION COPYRIGHT IN 
MALAYSIA  
 
In Malaysia, there is no system of registration reserved for copyright (MyIPO). Under the 
Malaysian law, a copyright protection is given to an originated work with the terms and 
condition predetermined, where the author must be a citizen or permanent resident of 
Malaysia or any of the Berne Convention members. The work has to be made in Malaysia or 
any of the Berne Convention member countries.   
 
However, the copyright owner can choose to notify MyIPO of the copyrighted work. 
According to MyIPO, to give the copyright owner more tangible protection, they can now 
notify the copyright under MyIPO. According to the Copyright Regulations 2012, the process 
of getting copyright is not call a form of registration yet it is voluntary. Also, only the citizen 
or a permanent resident of Malaysia can  make a notification under 2012 copyright 
Regulations (MyIPO, 2015).   
 
Things that need to be prepared when making a notification are some relevant official forms, 
a statutory declaration, a hard copy and soft copy of the work as well as the prescribed fee 
(MyIPO, 2015).    
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The process and procedure to obtain the notification of copyright in University Utara 
Malaysia (UUM) will be slightly different from the process for notification of copyright in 
Malaysia (the works do not belong to the property of UUM). The process of notifying 
copyright in UUM will be a lot easier compared to the general one. In UUM, there is one 
centre called the Innovation & Commercialization Centre which collects, and is in charge of, 
the intellectual properties in UUM such as the results of research conducted by researchers of 
the University.   
   
RESEARCH FINDINGS  
 
Obstacles and barriers during the process of voluntary notification copyright  
Throughout the procedure in getting the copyright to the thesis, it is discovered that there are 
some barriers and obstacles that stand in the way of completing the registration. All the 
obstacles and barriers shall be discussed. Also, the statistical achievements of innovation in 
UUM from the year 2009-2015 will also be discussed in order to reflect on UUM staffs and 
students’ level of awareness of the importance of intellectual property right.   
 
Location Problem and Lack of Branches of Perbadanan Harta Intelek  
The headquarters of Perbadanan Harta Intelek is located in Kuala Lumpur. They do have 
branches located in the southern, eastern and northern areas. However, there is a branch 
provided in every state. This will create some problems, especially to the people who want to 
go to the office to make enquiries and get to know more about voluntary notification 
copyright. As it is, when they find out that there is no branch in their area, one possibility is 
that they will stop at this stage and will not proceed further; put simply, obtaining copyright 
will not be pursued further.   
 
Confusing in Category of Work  
One of the steps in getting copyright is to identify the category of the works concerned. This 
could put the author into a confusing task of deciding to which category will the work 
belongs. The literary works will be more of a problem because it is not easy to identify 
whether a work is original or derived from other sources. This is due to the fact that the 
majorities of the thesis, research or report are based on, or refer to, the existing work or even 
other extended academic research. This might be confusing to the author whether or not they 
are able to register their work as an original work. The answer for this is yes. The authors are 
able to claim that their thesis or research is an original work as long as there are one or more 
parts that come from author’s own ideas and it is able to be claimed as original since there is 
no one writing, creating or using it before. It could be the logo, diagram or some ideals 
originated by the author itself. However, many students might not know about this and they 
will start to get confused about which category that their works belong to.   
  
Complicated Process  
The process of getting the voluntary notification copyright could be concluded as a 
complicated process. During the process of voluntary notification it is found out that there are 
a lot of the forms that should be filled in and there is a need to have the statutory declaration, 
both of which are found to be quite complicated and confusing. When the confusion and 
complication emerge during the process of registration, the conclusion that can be made is 
that the process is complicated to accomplish.   
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The cost here is related to the payment that needs to be cleared according to the prescribed 
fees. Different types of work would have different fees that have to be cleared, according to 
the category of your work and any change or correction that needs to be made after the 
registration.   
 
The cost could be very subjective among different people. Some people might think that the 
fee is not expensive and some might think otherwise. The prescribed fee will apply according 
to the category in which the creators register for copyright like literary, musical, film, sound 
recording and broadcast. The fees of register for the literary category would be around 
RM100 if they request to have a certificate for the notification. This will be burdensome to 
some applicants.   
 
 
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
Conclusion   
This research has successfully shown and identified the whole process in getting the 
copyright in Malaysia. After the process of voluntary notification copyright, we learn that 
there are some obstacles that can occur during the process of registration. The obstacles 
include the location problem and the insufficiency of branches, in the confusing category of 
work, the complicated process and costs. All of these obstacles will make copyright 
registration become difficult to achieve and they may even cause people to give up mid-
registration.   
 
Besides this, throughout the entire conduct of this research including the literature review, the 
importance of the intellectual property and the copyright issues has also been identified or 
investigated. Through the literature review, it is found out that the intellectual property is 
something very important not only for the creator itself but also for the growth and 
development of the economy of the country, where the creations can contribute to the 
development of the intellectual capital to the country. Also, the copyright is able to 
emphasize the requirement of originality by creating and adding values toward the creations.   
 
In terms of the issues of copyright, they are able to be identified through the literature review 
where the issues of copyright have included the issues of fair use, plagiarism and the 
copyright infringement. All of these issues are caused by the lack of awareness towards the 
copyright or intellectual property rights. In this research, it is also discovered that Malaysians 
have less awareness compared to other countries such as the United Kingdom. Therefore, in 
light of increasing our fellow Malaysians’ awareness in the intellectual property right, there is 
still a long way to go.  
  
Recommendations  
The recommendations for this research will firstly be based on the findings through the 
process of the registration of copyright. Since the main obstacles for the findings rest in the 
location problem and lack of the branches, I suggest that the MyIPO could set up more 
branches and hopefully it would be able to find it in every state in Malaysia to address this 
problem. Secondly, the obstacle lies in the confusing category of work. Throughout the 
process in getting the copyright, I had found out that University Utara Malaysia (UUM) does 
provide a suitable consultant or offer the much-needed assistance in the intellectual property 
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right protection. However, the Innovation & Commercialization Centre in UUM does not 
provide enough campaigns and talks to enable students to participate and further, to have 
more information about this centre. Therefore, it is proposed that the Innovation & 
Commercialization Centre in UUM should hold or organize more events, talks or campaigns 
to create and even heighten the awareness of the importance of intellectual property right 
among the staffs and students in UUM.   
 
Moreover, since the registration process is quite complicated as it needed more than one 
document. MyIPO is encouraged to simplify their procedure for copyright registration. If the 
registration is able to be applied online, it will be easier for the authors or creators to register 
for it and it could help in solving the first obstacle which is the lack of branches. Lastly, the 
government is encouraged to give more incentive for the applicant to help increase the 
intellectual capital in the country. Thus, it could address the high cost issue for the 
registration fee for copyright. The government is also suggested to create more campaigns or 
promote the importance of copyrighting through the social media in a creative way in order to 
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